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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To control glossiness of a 
color image by calculating a black level of an output 
image based on a decide black rate and a maximum black 
level and deciding an output color signal based on an 
input color signal and the black level. 

SOLUTION: A maximum black level decision means 10 
calculates a maximum black level max K by using an 
L*a*b* signal from an input means 18, a black level 
decision means 12 calculates a black rate a by using a 
glossiness 33. In the case that an image inputted by the 
input means 18 is obtained by, e.g. an RGB color 
separation scanner, an RGB signal is converted into the 
L*a*b* signal by a proper method and giving to the 
maximum black level decision means 10 and a CMY 
decision means 16. Furthermore, the glossiness is 
controlled by using a characteristic of a zerography 
recording system and the photometric value of input and 
output is made in matching in color conversion and the 
black rate is set optionally. Then the glossiness is 
obtained as a function of the black rate a to control the 
glossiness. 
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